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Palmer Lake  
A brief history



Geological History
Presented by:   Linda Vier
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Town History
Presented by:   Jeannine Engel 



Long Expedition 1820
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Earliest Lake Photo  1871
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Summit lake 1st ice house

Summit Lake ca 1872
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DR&G depot 1882

ca 1872-1882 6



1885

Z
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1911

D&RG Water Tank
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Dance Pavilion & Bridge.  1883
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Water tank, Judd’s, & D&RG Depot 
Fountain Installed 1883 10



11



Rockland Hotel ca1889 12



1885

• 18

 Water tank, boat house, Judd’s, 
Denver Rio Grande Station 

ca1885 
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Santa Fe Depot East side  
Completed in 1887 14



McIntyre House, 1898 15



SANTA FE DEPOT SW 1889 

Hackett’s 
ditch
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Station Agent’s House
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1890
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 Judds Eating House & Denver Rio Grande Station   

ca1890’s



1890

• 301

Judd’s Eating House Interior  
ca1890 19



ca

Ca 1890’s
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21ca 1890's PL Mayor



ca 1900
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1902

23
Rockland Grocery 1902 Later known as the Pillsbury Store 



1901
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1901
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Main Street (Glenside Rd) 
ca 1910
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1910 hacketts ditch

Bridge, Dance Pavilion, Ice House remnants of 
Hackett’s ditch in the distance 
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Early Fundraising Efforts 
“Save the Lake” 
Presented by Jason Phillips



November 24th 1994 

Inspiration to Save Palmer Lake 
 
 

9 years old 







Early Fundraisers 

T-shirt Sales 

Local Restaurant Partnership  

Button Sales 

Class fundraiser coffee cans





Formed Palmer Lake Restoration Committee 

Kurt Ehrhardt, Dale Platt, Dick Allen 

 
1995



National Geographic, Pizza Hut 

 Kids Hall of Fame Winner 



In 1997 Town was finally awarded  a Grant from Colorado Division of Wildlife for $75,000 

Efforts from Save the Lake Kids Committee raised over $10,000 in those 4 years



Current Water levels





MONITORING WELLS









 
Presented by 

 Jeff Hulsmann



Palmer Lake is one of the highest natural 
spring fed lakes in the country.



It has no natural outlets



1999 was a 
very wet, near 

record year



Record Drought 
begins in  

2002-03 Palmer 
Lake is still pristine.  

Why?



The Town of Palmer 
Lake had historically 
been adding a portion of 
the senior Anchor Ditch 
water right, diverted from 
Monument Creek, to the 
Palmer Lake to keep it 
full in times of drought.  



The railroad diverts the 
only natural source of 
inflow to the Palmer 
Lake north into the 
West Plum Creek.



Underground stream



DWR stops the town's “decades-
long” use of the RR Anchor Ditch 
water right.



Second Record-setting 
wave of drought hit in 

2011-13.

The Lake stayed nearly 
empty, from 2012 through 

2015



The Lake Goes Dry



ATL took advantage of 
the empty Lake to drill 
monitoring well holes



Volunteer geologist 
Pat Duby and I rented 
a “push drill rig” for the 
day. We had a late 
snowstorm but 
persevered!



Due to the efforts of Awake 
Palmer Lake’s Chris 

Cummins, our volunteer 
water lawyer,  

in 2013 the Town filed a 
change of water rights 

application



In 2014 volunteer Doug 
Schwenke from JDS Hydro, 
UCCS student-volunteers 

and professor George Bolling 
develop a Preliminary report 

on the Lakes hydrology/
Geology



In December 2014 excavation to remove 
nonnative soil and sediment begins



2015 – The Lakes historical footprint is 
restored!



In 2016 the Town obtained a decree for 
this change



What does the future hold from  
a legal standpoint?

● We have established 
the “natural” status of 
Palmer Lake with the 
DWR.

● The Town has 
succeeded in 
securing a 
supplemental source 
of fill through the 
Anchor Ditch



What remains to complete legally?
● To continue to explore 

the potential to restore 
the Lake's sole source 
of natural inflow at the 
northwest corner, 
reclaiming this source 
of supply for the Lake



What remains to complete legally?







Fundraising Efforts





Current State of the Lake

● Lake is very low 

● Seeking solutions 

● How do we fix it?



Get involved! 
www.awakepalmerlake.org



Video





Thank you!


